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Whole Spanish Research  Fleet
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RV Hesperides  82 m

RV Cornide de Saavedra 66,7 m

RV Sarmiento de Gamboa 70,5 m

RV Odón de Buen 84,5 m

BO Vizconde de Eza 53 m

BO Miguel Oliver 70 m 
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BO Angeles Alvarino 46,70 m

BO Garcia del Cid 37,20 m

BO Francisco De Paula Navarro 30,46 m
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Whole fleet status
Vessels age table

Vessel Lenght Year
Planned 

retirement 
year

Retirement 
age

Current age
Time for 

retirement
Status

RV Miguel Oliver 70,00 2006 2041 35 18 17 Active

RV Vizconde de Eza 53,00 2000 2035 35 24 11 Active

BIO Hespérides 82,50 1990 2030 40 34 6
Close to 

retirement

BO Cornide de Saavedra 66,70 1971 2017 47 Retired

BO Sarmiento de Gamboa 70,50 2006 2041 35 18 17 Mid life refit

BO Ramón Margalef 46,70 2011 2046 35 13 22 Active

BO Angeles Alvarino 46,70 2012 2047 35 12 23 Active

BO Francisco De Paula Navarro 30,46 1984 2028 45 40 5
Close to 

retirement

BO Garcia del Cid 37,20 1979 2024 45 Retired

BO Lura 14,30 1981 2025 45 43 2
Close to 

retirement

BO Jose Maria Navaz 16,00 1984 2022 39 Retired

BO Mytilus 24,00 1996 2031 35 28 7 Active

BO Volandeira 7,00 1977 2026 50 47 3
Close to 

retirement



Whole fleet status



Building an Strategic Plan for 
the next decades

CSIC General 
Strategic /Plan 

Vessels / Equipment / Land 
Facilities

Analysis of recent and 
past activity Future use cases. Functionalities 

required by users and 
commitments



Analysis of recent and past activity

1.848  Surveys

Vessel type (local, regional, global)

Vessel

Survey name

Promoting Entity

Project Type

Project

Start

End

Duration

Survey type (1 day; < 7d; < 15d; > 15d)

Departure Port

Arrival Port

Survey Chief/Head

Entity 

Center

Geographic Area 1 (SeaVox)

Geographic Area 2

Geographic Area 3

Discipline (SeaVox)

Main_discipline

Discipline_2

Discipline_3

Survey Statistics
2014 - 2024



1.848  Surveys / 14.346 days at sea

Activity

More than 2 weeks

1 to 2 weeks

1 week

1 day



Activity: General figures

Surveys by type and vessel



Vessels vs Survey Size



Nº of surveys by Vessel type

Global Regional Local

More than 2 weeks

1 to 2 weeks

1 week

1 day



Land facilities 
Main starting ports

Land facilities



Main ports for 
surveys up to 1 
week

Ports



Main ports for 
surveys up to 2 
weeks

Ports



Main ports for 
longer surveys

Ports



Sea Areas

All kind of surveys



Sea Areas

Surveys longer than 1 day



Sea Areas

Activity areas: 
surveys longer than 1 day

N º of days



Survey days per area 
unit (density)

Sea Areas



Average Survey 
length (days)

Sea Areas



Detailed sailing areas 
during research 

activities

Sea Areas

RV Garcia del Cid (Regional)



Sea Areas

RV Ángeles Alvariño
(Regional)

Detailed sailing areas 
during research 

activities



Sea Areas

RV Hespérides (Global)



Sea Areas
RV Hespérides (Global)

Detailed sailing areas 
during research 

activities



Detailed sailing areas 
during research 

activities

Sea Areas
RV Hespérides (Global)



Sea Areas

RV Sarmiento de 
Gamboa (Global)



Sea Areas
RV Sarmiento de Gamboa (Global)

Detailed sailing areas 
during research 

activities



Main ship user institutions/centres

Users



SeaVox

Disciplines



By vessel …

Disciplines



Activity highlights …

Disciplines

dependent on third party vessels

moderate risk due to ship retirement

high risk due to ship retirement



❖ CSIC fleet & rest of spanish vessels has been used really intesively during 

lasts 10 years

❖ Time to work now on a whole strategic plan …

❖ Mediterranean Sea is as an important pole of activity

❖ Fisheries & environmental monitoring plus Polar

❖ Regional and local Vessels are really important for our activity 

❖ Land-based facilities need to be strengthened

❖ Increasse focus on replacement of regional/local units

- Deep meditation is needed on what we (our community) really need

- Need to find the right design for local / regional

Conclusions
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